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The recent articles and letters in "The Vegetarian Messenger" on
the question of the use of dairy produce have revealed very strong
evidence to show that the precduction of these foods involves much cruel
exploitation ard slaughter of aighly sentient 1life. The excuse that 1t
is not necessary to kill in order to obtain dsiry produce i& untenable
for those with a knowledge of livestock furming methods 2nd of the
competition which even humuniterisn fermers must fece if they are to
remain in business. .

For years meny of us accepted, 6s locto-vegetcorians, thet the
flesh:-food industry and the doiry produc: industry were related, and
that in som= wrnys they subsidised cnc ancther. Je tccepted, therefore,
that the caege on ethicnl grouande for the disuce cof these foolds wes
excertionally strong, snd we noped th:=t sconer or later n crisis in our
consciencs would set us free,

The't freedom hoe nov come to us. Fuaving followed & diet frec
from all animal food for p4rious virying from ¢ few woeeks in come L CuBuE,
to many yearc ig othore, we telieve our lders &nd cxperiences are'

sufficiently mature to be rccorded. The unquestionszble cruelty <sssocicted
with the production of dsiry produce nog made it clear theat locto-
vegetnarionism is but s half-way house between flegh-enting end o truly
humtae, cbvilised dict, end we think, therefore, that during our 1lifc
on esrth we should try to evolve sufficiently to meke the 'full Journey'.
We can see quite plainly that our present civilisation is built
on the exploitztion of animcls, just as pas' civilicotions were built on
the exploitaticn cf slrves, and we believe the epiritual destiny of mecn
is such that in timc he will view with abhorrence the idee that rien once
fed on the products of animale' bodies. Even though the seientific
‘Vid&ﬂce may be lacking, we shrewdly suspect that the great impediment
to man's moral development mey be that he ie a porcsite of lower forms
of animal 1lifc¢. Investigation into the non-meterizl (vibrationanl)
properties of foods hues yet barely begun, und it is nov likely that the
usual meterialistic methods or receareh will bz cble to help much with 1it.
But 1s it not poasible thet 2o o result of elimineting <1 cnimcl vibrot-
lons from our di=t we mey diecover The way no*% only to reslly heclthy
cell construction bu% 6lso to r degree of intuvition =“nd psychic aworcnece
unknown at present?

A common criticism 1z that the time is not yet ripe for our
reform. Can time cver be ripe for any reform unless 1t !s cipcened by
numen determinoation? Did Wilberforce wait for the 'ripening' of time
before ne commenced nie fight cguinct slevery? 0id Edwin Chadwick, Lord
Shafiesbury, end Charlees Xingsley w‘i* for such o non-exis*ent moment
before trying to convince the great decd weight cf public ovinicn that
clean wr.ter and bathrooms would be ar improvement? If they had declared
thelr irtention to poiscn everybody the opposition they met could hordly
nave been greater. Thers is an obvious drnger in lecving the fulfilmeatl
of our idetls to posierivy, for posterity mny not have our idesls.
Evolution can be retrogressive as well as progressive, indecd there secus
clways to be o strong grevitation t7e wrong wey unless existirg standrrds
are guarded and new visions hoanourea, or *this reuson we hove formed -ur
Group, the first of ite kind, wec belleve, in this or any other country.






